CANTERBURY

A "though Canterbury, situated at the junction of Watling
Street and Stane Street, was a Roman town, it is with the
coming of Christianity to the Saxons that its historical impor-
tance dates. In 560 Cantwarsbyrig, the city of the men of
Kent, became the capital of King Ethclbort. While the heat hen
King still worshipped his gods on the site where later rose the
Abbey of St. Augustine, his Christian Queen Bertha used to
leave the palace by the Queningate and walk the half mile across
the fields to the little Church of St. Martin where her Frunklsh
chaplain, Bishop Luithard, celebrated Mass for her. Then,
in 597, came the mission of St Augustine, which had nuch
momentous consequences for Canterbury and for the whole
country.

Augustine, with forty followers, landed in the island of
Thanet and sent word to Ethelbert that he brought a joyful
message of i a kingdom that would never end, with the living
and true God '. After a few days Ethelbert came to the island
to hear Augustine in the open air, lest if he heard him indoors
a spell might be put upon him. After listening attentively to
Augustine, he gave him permission to live in Canterbury and
continue his preaching* Accordingly, with the Cross carried
before them, the missionaries entered the city chanting a
litany. Until after the conversion of the king their services
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